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INTRODUCTION. 

It has seemed to the Editors that there is not only room but a real need 
for a mathematical Journal of the character and scope of this Monthly. At the 
present time there is no Mathematical Journal published in the United States 
sufficiently elementary to appeal to any but a very limited constituency, and that 
comes to its readers at regular intervals. Most of our existing Journals deal 
almost exclusively with subjects beyond the reach of the average student or 
teacher of Mathematics or at least with subjects with which they are not familiar, 
and little, if any space, is devoted to the solution of problems. While not neglect- 
ing the higher fields of mathematical investigation, The American Mathematic- 
al Monthly will also endeavor to reach the average mathematician by devoting 
regular departments to the important branches of Mathematical Science. 

It is recognized that those improvements in the Science are most fruit- 
ful, which lead to improvements in the elementary treatises, and yet it must be 
admitted that little has been accomplished by previous mathematical journals in 
this line, as the crudities and solecisms handed down from one text-book to an- 
other bear witness. 

While realizing that the solution of problems is one of the lowest forms 
of Mathematical research, and that, in general, it has no scientific value, yet its 
educational value can not be over estimated. It is the ladder by which the mind 
ascends into the higher fields of original research and investigation. Many dor- 
mant minds have been aroused into activity through the mastery of a single 
problem. 

The American Mathematical Monthly will, therefore, devote a due 
portion of its space to the solution of problems, whether they be the easy problems 
in Arithmetic, or the difficult problems in the Calculus, Mechanics, Probability, 
or Modern Higher Mathematics. Papers and other interesting features will be 
presented, including portraits of prominent mathematicians and their biogra- 
phies, a column of Queries and Information in which readers may have inf orma- 



tion furnished and their doubts cleared up by the aid of the contributors and 
editors, a column of Notes, and Book reviews. 

No pains will be spared on the part of the Editors to make this the most 
interesting and most popular journal published in America. In order to do this, 
we. must have the earnest co-operation of our readers. Teachers, students and 
all lovers of mathematics are, therefore, cordially invited to contribute problems, 
solutions and papers on interesting and important subjects in mathematics. We 
will be pleased to note your success, and all information of interest in regard to 
our contributors will be cheerfully received and noted. 

All problems, solutions, and articles intended for publication in the 
February Number, should be received on or before February 1st, 1894. Solu- 
tions to problems in this Number will appear in March Number, but should be 
mailed to Editors before February 15th. 

It will be our aim to have the Monthly reach its subscribers about the 
middle of each month. If you do riot receive your Number about that time, in- 
form us immediately. 

B. F. FlNKEL, ) 

>• Editors. 
J. M. Colaw, ) 




